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Localism and the Big Society

The conference venue is at the Turner 
Contemporary: this new, exciting and 
controversial building carries the hopes of many 
in East Kent as a catalyst for a revival of the local 
economy and of the way people perceive our 
Kent coastal resorts. It is therefore a fitting venue 
for the KFAS conference, as we enter the new age 
of Localism and The Big Society. 
Or do we? Civic Societies across the country and 
not just in Kent were excited at the prospects held 
out in the Localism Bill and the role we might be 
able to play in shaping our villages, towns and 
cities. We welcomed the fundamental intention 
behind the Localism Bill to “shift power” to local 
communities, in which Civic Societies have 
played an active roll since the 1950s. Earlier this 
year some of the most active KFAS society 
members in Kent met with Localism Minister, 
Greg Clarke, in Tunbridge Wells and had a very 
positive and interesting discussion about the role 
of civic societies in the new era of Localism: it 
seemed that the government were listening to 
what ordinary people like us at the grass roots 
level had to say.
Then out of the blue we had George Osborne’s 
bombshell announcement at the time of the 

Budget. The planning system had failed the 
nation and was holding up the economic 
recovery. The housing shortage was all down to 
nimbies who had hijacked the system. The default 
answer to development from now on was going to 
be ‘yes’. Those who didn’t agree, like CPRE and 
the National Trust, must be a bunch left wing 
activist. 
There has been a huge outcry in the national press 
about the possible consequences of the National 
Planning Policy Framework in its current form.  
Any successful policy will require some balance. 
Complete localism is probably impossible and 
might prove to be as disastrous as complete 
centralisation. Some kind of balance is required, 
but any balance still requires the possibility of 
challenge from below and this is where we have 
to play our part. 
Localism and the Big Society, however, are not 
just about house-building numbers and economic 
development, important as these things are. The 
Localism Bill is also a bill about local 
referendums, a community right to challenge, 
neighbourhood planning, a right to bid for and to 
take on the responsibility of running assets of 
value to the community, and much more.

Programme

9.30 am Registration and coffee

10.00 am John Walker - KFAS ChairmanÕs welcome       
Ralph Hanscombe, President, Margate 
Society

10.15 am Localism in Town & Country .            
Keynote address by Clive Aslet, award-
winning journalist and writer. Country Life 
editor at large. 

11.00 am Bringing Localism to Life                            
Tony Burton, Director of Civic Voice. 

11.45 am Fundraising in a Changing World                    
Cllr Chris Wells, KCC & Thanet District 
Council.

1.00pm Lunch

2.00 pm Citizenship and the Big Society                    
Dr Andrew Peterson, Christchurch 
University, Canterbury.                      

2.45pm  Two Þlms about the Weald of Kent             
Cllr Richard King, Chairman KCC & Vice 
President KFAS.

4.00pm Conference summary & closing address 
Laura Sandys MP, President KFAS.

4.30pm Tea  &  biscuits - close of conference
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